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PRESENTATION LOGBOOK

+ What is a comic?

+ A little bit of history

+ Difference between a comic strip
and a comic book

+ How to read a comic book
+ How to use them in class

+ Free software to use in class

+ Projects involving comics
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DEFINITIONS OF COMIC

According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary it could mean the following:

1) related to, or marked by comedy (a comic
actor)

2) causing laughter or amusement (as in
“funny” - a comic monologue)

3) of or related to comic strips (as in “the comic
section of the newspaper”)



A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

GERMAN WOODCUT ON THE THE BURNING OF CRANMER,
LIVES OF SAINTS RIDLEY AND LATTIMER



EVOLUTION OF COMICS
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COMIC BOOK

Vi 7THE COMPLETE STORY OF THE DARING B
EXPLOITS OF THE ONE AND ONLY &

f —= SUPERMAN B=—}



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A COMIC

STRIP AND A COMIC BOOK
COMIC STRIP COMIC BOOK

» Single panel + Any number of
+ Objective: get a Pk S :
"gag" across R Obljec’ruve: o [AVALe]s
a plot
% Mostly humorous or AP .
satirical FD IC S
possible

+ Stories stand alone Continuity needed
% Single author + Creative team



OF COURSE! THEY'RE ON THEIR .. HONEYMOON., EXACTLY’ AND WHEN HE GRO
i DIRTY WORK

.. NG, ON SECOMD THOUGHT, IT WON'T WASH,
WHAT I WE DOESN'T SHOWS, AND JUST
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WHY USE COMICS WITH STUDENTS?

FOR THE BEGINNER FOR THE ADVANCED

» They are graphical % They contain the
elements complexity of

= They help to go from “normal” written
concrete to abstract material

+ They are enjoyable » They can be a
for most people stepping-stone for

more advanced
reading




OTHER BENEFITS OF USING COMICS

» Provide a variety of topics

» Supply a starting point for a class debate /
discussion

» Lead to useful grammar and vocabulary exercises

» Contain humorous and familiar escape for pupils

» Help students improve their reading / writing skills
» Show authentic language and Culture

» Reflect human idiosyncrasies, stereotypes and life
conflicts

Facilitate character and plot analysis
» Lead to easy and funny situation-simulation games



HOW TO READ A COMIC

+ Western civilizations -

+ Most eastern civilizations - 4
» Some eastern civilizations - l
+ Mayas -

+ Egyptians -



NGA READING



ICONS USED IN COMICS

Scott McCloud: defines ICON as any image
used to represent a person, place, thing or

idea.
® '

» ICONS OF LANGUAGE, SCIENCE AND
COMMUNICATION

» PICTURES @ sl

» SYMBOLS




THE VISUAL PART OF A COMIC

SPEECH
J BALLOOON .
L

THE C/TY OF
romvs VILLE...




EXPERTS ON USING COMICS

» Students should be exposed to as much authentic

material as possible. (Davis, 1997)

» One benefit of using comics in teaching is their ability

to motivate students. (Yang, 2003)

» Comics employ a form of visual language that is almost

universally understood. (Sones, 1944)

» Ifs interplay of visuals and texts allows students to

expand their visual-spatial intelligence. (Morris et al,
2002)

» Because of this interplay, comics are easily accessible to

non-native speakers of English , at any age group or
learner level. (Davis, 1997)

- Visual permanence is unique to comics. (Yang, 2003)



READING ACTIVITY #1 -

UNDERSTANDING VISUAL SYMBOLS
A BAD SMELL SHOUTING




GAMBITS TO BE USED IN THE

ACTIVITY

» FOR EXPRESSING OPINION:
- As I see IT..
- It’s my feeling that..

» FOR AGREEING:

- I couldn’t agree with you more
- We're on the same page

» FOR DISAGREEING:

- "I see you point but don't you think that..”
- "I utterly disagree with you”



READING ACTIVITY #2 -
PUTTING FRAMES IN ORDER

RORARLY. BT 00 Y00 W caum, A% Yoo connng 00 You A ENousH To
A T YD B G N CLes? I SIRE WITH EVeRiBaNY?

NANT u_.»J_J
4

“Calvin & Hobbes" by Bill Watterson



GAMBITS TO BE USED IN THE

ACTIVITY (WITH MODALS)

» ASKING FOR OPINION:
- Could it be that we place pictures in this order..?
- May we place the pictures in this order..?

» REPLYING:
- We should / shouldn't place them...
- It must / mustn't be like this..
- They can / can't be arranged...
- We might try in this way...



READING ACTIVITY #3 -
COMIC JIGSAW

-I'll buy the cat food
this month and you’ll
buy the Insuline.

- Now, THAT sounds

like a plan

-Now what? - Room for one more?
- Now what?

A- by Rick Kirkman / Jerry Scott
B - by Rima Basu
C- by Elgin Bolling



SPEAKING ACTIVITY

» Group level: any

» Objectives: to develop the habit of reading; to
foster discussion; to review functional language

» Background: students came to expect this activity;

it became enjoyable, therefore more productive

» Process:

- students read a part of a comic (it is better if
comics are different for each student)

- then they get in pairs and interview each other
following some criteria assigned by the teacher

- they may swap pairs again in order to exchange the
information received from the previous student



>"Your mission smoultd yeu demde Yo

acecept i,

wd

» To read a part of the comic book in the time
provided

+ Interview someone who has read something
different and ask him/her these questions:

- Who are the characters? (including a brief
description of them)

- Where is the story set?
- Ask for a plot summary.

- Ask for an opinion on the comic book (when
doing so, use the gambits previously seen)



OTHER SPEAKING ACTIVITIES

+ Finishing the story
%+ Find someone who
s+ What if...

% Balloons out

%+ Who said what

Versaci (2001) found that comics are more
likely to encourage students to participate in
discussion than more accepted forms of
‘traditional literature'.



LISTENING ACTIVITY

+ Group level: any (might be adapted for lower or

higher levels)

» Objective: to work on physical description;
improvement of listening, speaking and writing
skills.

+ Material: student A should have the complete

comic strip while student B should have his/hers
with only the frames or with the content of the
speech balloon deleted.

+ Procedure: student A reads the content of the

frames randomly, and student B has to identify
what frames the dialogues belong to.



USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

] (é http:/ A makebeliefscomix.com/ Capturar una pan...
Mane Berigrs €oman”
WELEOME TO

CREATE YOUR OWH COMINR JTIRI? = 0TV BASY AND RUN!

CREATED BY BILL ZIMMERMAN - ART BY TOM BLOOM - COMIC STRIPS BY YOU!
copyright (c) 2011

RIVIT, RIVIT!NO I JUST NEED MAN,
WORDS COME TO THINK I CAN'T
TO MIND. SOME 600D REMEMBER
INEED HELPI | THOUGHTS! | MY NAME!

CLICK ME

Buser Haza! iICeEMIENGE A@Vil

DISCOVER

OUR SISTER SITE:

an o

Es n  03Tpm. '
SRS 28/01/2012




USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

(‘ Q ] & http:/funnv.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
CREATED BY BILL ZIMMERMAN - ART BY TOM BLOOM - COMIC STRIPS BY YOU!

] AUTHOR'S NAME [

NAME YOUR COMIX

HYPE

SCROLL TO VIEW CLICK TO SELECT

'USE ARROWS TO SELECT = P PANEL PROMPTS
EMOTIONS, OBJECTS, SCENES, THOUGHT
BALLOONS & PANEL PROMPTS, BALLOONS | THE NEXT DAY...
CLICK TO ADD TO PANEL.

P-RBeX |::l Goagle & MAKE BELIEFS .., * [ Capturar ey
gl

s Ddlpm
= 28/01/2012




USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

&= @L@ http:/ A makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ 0~ B¢ X|[ 8 coogle

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIC STRIP - IT'S EASY AND FUN!
CREATED BY BILL ZIMMERMAN - ART BY TOM BLOOM - COMIC STRIPS BY YOU!

NAME YOUR COMIX [ CHILDREN'S GAME ] AUTHOR'S NAME [DIEGO

I have a brilliant idea!
What if T take the
children out to play

for a while?

OUR MANY OBJECTS & .:-m
.
> 7’

MENU HELP

SCROLL TO VIEW CLICK TO SELECT

USE ARROWS TO SELECT 8 8 PANEL PROMPTS.
EMOTIONS, OBJECTS, SCENES, GHT
BALLOONS & PANEL PROMPTS, BALLOONS  BALLOONS THE NEXT DAY...
CLICK TO ADD TO PANEL.

ES < s 06:25 p.m.
28/01/2012°




USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

& hitp/ funisamakebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ P~ B¢ X| Y Goagle & MAKE BELIEFS ... x Capturaruna pan.. | * Comics A-Z : Kin.., . i
3 AN

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIC STRIP - IT'S EASY AND FUN!
CREATED BY BILL ZIMMERMAN - ART BY TOM BLOOM - COMIC STRIPS BY YOU!

NAME YOUR comox [CrIbRENscAvE | aumiomshave Do |

I have a brilliant idea! .
. . What time How about
What if I take the What time is it now? next week?

children out to play should we be
for awhile?

L7

SCROLL TO VIEW CLICK TO SELECT

USE ARROWS TO SELECT PANEL PROMPTS
EMOTIONS, OBJECTS, SCENES,
BALLOONS & PANEL PROMPTS. B THE NEXT DAY...
CLICK TO ADD TO PANEL.

i 06:36 p.m. '
= 28012012




USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIC STRIP - IT'S EASY AND FUN!
CREATED BY BILL ZIMMERMAN - ART BY TOM BLOOM - COMIC STRIPS BY YOU!

£~ B X || Google & MAKE BELIEFS ... % Capturar una pan... | * Comics A-Z: Kin.. . i

N VAR o Ao

( I have a brilliant idea!
What if I take the What time
children out to play should we be |
for a while?

What time
is it now?

SCROLL TO VIEW CLICK TO SELECT

USE ARROWS TO SELECT 8 8 PANEL PROMPTS

EMOTIONS, OBJECTS, SCENES, THOUGHT

BALLOONS & PANEL PROMPTS, B, BALLOONS | | THE NEXT DAY...
CLICK TO ADD TO PANEL.

06:43 p.m. '
28/01/2012° |



USING COMIC CREATORS ONLINE

CONIGRATIVILTATIOINIY; i
YO U HIAVERCIRETATIEID) "AT MYATKE B IELLEF J/COMI X!
o et | [erea | | [
children out to play nows
for a while?
|




EXAMPLE OF AN ACTIVITY USING

MAKEBELIEFSCOMIX.COM

» Group: A2 level; ages 12-14

» Objectives: review dialogues seen in class and
create new ones to foster creative speaking /
writing

» Background: all the dialogues used were seen in
class; each dialogue comes from a different unit
containing different vocabulary and grammar

» Process:
1) students were paired and given one dialogue

2) they read the dialogue and practiced
substitution drills



EXAMPLE OF AN ACTIVITY USING

MAKEBELIEFSCOMIX.COM

3) students had to come up with a similar
dialogue following 3 rules: respect the situation;
respect the structure shown; include new
vocabulary.

4) once in front of the PCs, students had to
negotiate with their partners (characters, dialogue,
vocabulary, grammar, details)

) started writing and continued with negotiation

BY DOING THIS WE: foster creative writing; help
eliminate writing = evaluation concept; promote
negotiation; review structures and vocabulary.



SOME OF THE STUDENTS" WORK

oo el
lfé hitp:/ funisa makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/Tcomic id=12877445C539272 P~-BCX ||Y! Re: Fu: Re: C... | 2 Correo de Al.., | (& MAKE BE... * ‘ W aburrimient... | B4 Object form... Aok 1t
v v y m‘l v o/ 1
° N

@ * | DID YOU KNOW THAT NEW CHARACTERS, |o | comne soon.
OBJECTS AND BACKROUNDS ARE COMING [+ | waTcH FOR THEM!

TO WWW.MAKEBELIEFSCOMIX.COM?

TO SAVE A COPY, PRINT THIS COMIX STRIP WITH THE PRINT BUTTON AT BOTTOM:
OR, CLICK ON LINK BELOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN MAKE BELIEFS COMIX!
IF THE LINK DOES NOT WORK, TYPE THE WEB ADDRESS INTO YOUR BROWSER.

WWW . MAKEBELIEFSCOMIX.COM

it ? ¢
;«ouagooir,": Well, on sunday, Buva ‘heard Rc.mlly? Maybe Great ideal Can || Sure! You can
youann T am going 1 it sf I'll play video I play video come over to my
weakend> play baseball, 99ing 7o 3 games whit you? house after

I ? rain on

This comic strip was created at MakeBeliefsComix,.com, Go there to make one yourself!

PRINT

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIX

30/01/2012




ANOTHER EXAMPLE WITH A COMIC

CREATOR SOFTWARE

» Group: B2 level, adults

» Objective: to foster creative writing, improve ideas
organization, review vocabulary, help eliminate the
idea of writing = boredom

Background: writing is part 2 of a two-part activity
» Process: 1) 1 unit per student to review
2) students created a 10-word list

3) gave them oral practice papers for
them to give an opinion on a topic

4) they had to include as many words from
the list as they could



ANOTHER EXAMPLE WITH A COMIC

CREATOR SOFTWARE

D) after speaking, writing. Rules: students
exchange lists; each student creates a comic strip
including at least half the words on the new list +
functional language seen before

6) comic strips were printed, workshops created
for students to analyze the different strips
(names were removed)

BY DOING THIS WE: we integrate practice for the
oral evaluation, vocabulary revision, and foster
creative writing, peer correction and critical
thinking.



SOME OF THE STUDENTS' WORK

|fé hittps/ A makebeliefscormix.com/Comix/cormie_id=10030642C544166 P~ECX ||Y! Re: F: Re: C.. | 2 Correo de Al... | & MAKE BE.. * | WY aburrimient... | B% Object form...

TO SAVE A COPY, PRINT THIS COMIX STRIP WITH THE PRINT BUTTON AT BOTTOM;
OR, CLICK ON LINK BELOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN MAKE BELIEFS COMIX!
IF THE LINK DOES NOT WORK, TYPE THE WEB ADDRESS INTO YOUR BROWSER.

WWW .MAKEBELIEFSCOMIX.COM
THE CRIME LUCTA BLANCO

T have been victim of { : - . : #Thank very much, ||
an armed robbery. A I am investigating Oh, neoa.... I do not 0 Smu:;.

guy robbed me my ST This case. Twill want to bebehind | Tam the judge. The f
purse. Thad alot of The police will prosecute youonthe | paes fher;est of my defendajnfdgﬁl be
ife.

maney, It was never be able court, You are under d+
terriblel arrest me, I suspicion, senter;:epris%: i
have the
pecfect alibi

This comic strip was created at MakeBeliefsComix.com Go there to make one yourself|
PRINT

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIX

GET COMIX CREATOR BILL ZIMMERMAN'S NEW BOOK, Pocketdoodles for Kids, at AMAZON.COM

06:15 p.m.
30/01/2012
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Build your own
Garfield comic
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~ This is the way a
puppy sleeps!




GARFIELD'S COMIC CREATOR
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Garfield charactars: © Paws, Inc. All Rights Reserved. This comic was not created or approved by Jim Davis or Paws. Cogying andlor distribution of tis comic is peohibited




& ToonDoo - World's fastest ..,

(-} Messages | Tookens upgrads | Profile T Safe Search-ON | Sign Out é

World's fastest way to create cartoons! SR N =MW H ™

ToonDoo Maker
Create your own comics! UDE

Book Maker F:
Make a ToonBook!

CREATE YOUR OWN ; TraitR
COMIC STRIPS WITH d Make a character!

MW ” . — ¢ Click ;1ere to upload! @
DRAG'S,DROPS - : DoodieR

Add drawing touches!

L

Buzz @ ToonDoo!

KaitlynCisewski's )
Family 3
35 first Toon

2015194's

39 first Toon




Select your layout

BBl i 04:01 p.m.
IS 31/01/2012




TOONDQO
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TOONDQQO
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“ONCE YOU TOLD ME [T PIDNT MATTER THE GRADES
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WERE LYING?
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P~ 8¢ X || & ToonDoo - The Cartoo... * | @ Calvin and Hobbes Comic.. (& ToonDoo - World's fastest... . (o) 72? {é}

YOUR TOONDOO IS READY!

(AT IS WAITING s OR YOUATYOUR PRIVATE MY S OONDOUSGALLERY!)




MORE SOFTWARE TO BEAR IN MIND

COMIC CREATOR

PRO: - easy to be used

Comy C CRE o |

by ) ' o o
ead etk CON: - limited features
- no color




MORE SOFTWARE TO BARE IN MIND

™ PIXTON.COM

/| CREAR COMICS PROS: - wide variety
M A ' of pictures to choose
from

- interface
| either in English or

Spanish

"5 cogogooonn



MORE SOFTWARE TO BEAR IN MIND

B CHOGGER

TURN ANY WES PAGE NTO
A COMC WiTH THE

CHOG IT soonunner

PRO - allows you to
create comics from
pictures / photos

CON - there aren't
images to choose from;
you have to create

8l | your own comic from
= scratch




IDEAS FOR PROJECTS

+ CREATING A COMIC BOOK

- assigning students different roles and
going from brainstorming sessions to
printing

+ EDITING COMIC BOOKS
- using already existing comics

» PHOTO ROMANCE NOVELS
- using cellphones or cameras
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